a fountain possessing no other principle, but imparting
itself to all rivers, without being exhausted by any one
of them, and abiding quietly in itself; but the streams
which emanate from this fountain, before they flow in
different directions, as yet abiding together and, as it
were, already knowing what rivulets will proceed from
their defluxions. Or conceive the life of a mighty tree,
propagating itself through the whole tree, the principle
at the same time remaining without being divided through
the whole, but, as it were, established in the root: this
then will afford an universal and abundant life to the
tree, but will abide itself, without multiplication, and
subsisting as the principle of multitude.
Intellect indeed is beautiful, and the most beautiful
of all things, being situated in a pure light and a pure
splendour, and comprehending in itself the nature of
beings, of which indeed this our beautiful material world
is but the shadow and image; but intellect, that true
intelligible world, is situated in universal splendour,
living in itself a blessed life, and containing nothing
unintelligible, nothing dark, nothing without measure;
which divine world whoever perceives will immediately
be astonished, if, as is requisite, he profoundly and in-
timately merges himself into its inmost recesses, and
becomes one with its all-beauteous nature. And as he
who diligently surveys the heavens and contemplates
the splendour of the stars, should immediately think
upon and search after their artificer, so it is requisite
that he who beholds and admires the intelligible world
should diligently enquire after its author, investigating
who he is, where he resides, and how he produced such
an offspring as intellect, a son beautiful and pure and full
of his ineffable fire. But his father is neither intellect nor
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